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Information in the Toolkit 

ÅGuidance Chapter on Aggregates  
ÁStarts with the manifestation, which embodies two or more expressions 

ÁThree types of aggregates (20.12.56.08) 

o collection aggregate  

ÅEmbodies two or more expressions of two or more independent works  

o augmentation aggregate  

ÅEmbodies two or more expressions of two or more works, where one work is 
supplemented by one or more other works 

o parallel aggregate  

ÅEmbodies two or more expressions of a single work 
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Multiple Aggregate Types  
at Once 

ÅAn aggregate manifestation may embody one, two, or all 
three aggregate types 
ÁCollection + augmentation 

o Book example 
.ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ Poor Richard: The almanacks for the years  
1733-1758 [includes introduction and illustrations] 

ÁCollection + augmentation + parallel 

o Compact disc example 
!ǊŀƳ YƘŀŎƘŀǘǳǊƛŀƴΩǎ Piano concerto [and]  
Concerto-rhapsody for piano & orchestra 
[includes program notes in German with English translation] 
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Aggregates and WEMI 

ÅAn aggregate manifestation has (at least) three different 
WEMI stacks 
ÁWEMI stack for the aggregate manifestation itself 

ÁWEMI stack for individual expression1 embodied in the aggregate 
manifestation 

ÁWEMI stack for individual expression2 embodied in the aggregate 
manifestation 

Á[etc.] 
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Basic Model for Aggregates 
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What is an Aggregating 
Expression? 

ÅIt realizes the plan of an aggregating work to select and 
arrange expressions that are embodied by an aggregate 
(88.69.69.51) 
ÁNo whole/part relationship 

o Expressions that appear together in the aggregate manifestation are 
not components of the aggregating expression 

o!ƴ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ άƛƴƘŜǊƛǘέ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
intellectual or artistic content (e.g., language of expression, content 
type) 

o Has no intrinsic characteristics that are worth recording as attributes 
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What is an Aggregating 
Work? 

ÅA plan to select and arrange two or more expressions of one 
or more works and embody them in a single manifestation 
(91.22.30.75) 
ÁRealized by one and only one aggregating expression 

o Known as the Work-Expression (or WE) lock 

oLŦ ŀƴ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άǊŜƛǎǎǳŜŘέΣ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
expressions that are aggregated means there is a new aggregating 
expression and work 

ÁNo whole/part relationship with the expressions that are aggregated 
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Describing Aggregates 

ÅMany choices 
ÁSome driven by policy statements and application profiles 

Á{ƻƳŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜǊΩǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ 

ÅRemember, it is not necessary to record all of the 
expressions or works that are embodied by an aggregate 
(88.10.69.84) 

ÅDifferent aggregates will be described differently 
ÁRecord the aggregating expression or aggregating work, and omit the 

individual expressions or works 

ÁRecord at least one of the individual expressions or works, and omit the 
aggregating expression or work 
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Relationship Shortcuts 

ÅA shortcut is a relationship element that directly relates two 
RDA entities that are indirectly related through one or more 
intermediary entities (89.63.23.51) 
ÁThis allows the two entities to be associated without recording any of the 

intermediary entities or relationships 

ÁInformation about an intermediary entity cannot be inferred from the 
value of a shortcut element 

ÁExample:  
Manifestation: name of publisher 

o Shortcut for recording  

ÅManifestation: publisher agent  

ÅAgent: name of agent 
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Very Useful for Aggregates 

ÅNow 107 shortcut elements specific to aggregates in RDA ς 
all focused on the manifestation  
ÁContributor relationships ς examples 

o contributor person of text   

o contributor corporate body to aggregate 

o contributor family of moving image of 

o etc. 

ÁDefinition and scope restrict these elements to aggregates 

oάΧ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜΦέ 

oά! ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜΧέ 
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Very Useful for Aggregates 

ÅMoved content relationships (from expression to 
manifestation) 
Áaccessibility content  

Ácolour content  

Áillustrative content 

Ásound content 

Ásupplemental content 

ÅThese have always been about supplemental content to a 
manifestation 
ÁOriginal RDA 7.15.1.1 (2012): illustrative content is content designed to 

illustrate the primary content of a resource. 
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Contributor vs. Creator 

ÅWhy do all these contributor relationships exist?  
ÁSurely the author is the same if the text stands alone in a monograph vs. 

being published in a compilation 

o{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ άIŀƳƭŜǘέ  ǾǎΦ ŀƴ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘƛŜǎΧέ  

ÁTrue, but the relationships are different 

o Non-aggregate: Shakespeare is author person of Hamlet 

o Aggregate: Shakespeare is contributor person of text of Four great 
tragedies 

ÅThe creator of the aggregate work is the agent who came up with the plan,  
not the creator of the content 
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Real-World Example #1 

ÅUse of contributor shortcuts 
for aggregates depends on 
cataloguing decisions 
Á What kind of description will be 

provided for the four plays? 

o What about recording 
relationships to earlier 
publications of the same texts? 

Á How important is it to identify the 
editor of the volume: T. N. R. 
Rogers? 
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Choices in Describing an 
Aggregate 

ÅFrom Guidance chapter, Describing a manifestation 

ÅDescribing a manifestation that embodies two or more 
expressions (35.26.22.03) ς Options:  
ÁRecord information about one or more of the expressions that are 

embodied using Manifestation: note on manifestation 

ÁRelate the manifestation to the aggregating expression using 
Manifestation: expression manifested 

ÁRelate the manifestation separately to one or more of the expressions that 
are aggregated using Manifestation: expression manifested 

ÁRelate the manifestation to the aggregating work using Manifestation: 
work manifested 
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https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-2f069b6a-bc80-3498-ba25-28ec7d8672c2
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-7917b114-5614-3571-94a6-2284a4339575
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-7917b114-5614-3571-94a6-2284a4339575
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-2fe4041d-fd6c-3f4d-bc96-aa96fe876b27
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Choices in Describing an 
Aggregate 

ÅDescribing a manifestation that embodies two or more 
expressions (35.26.22.03) ς Options, continued:  
ÁRelate the manifestation separately to one or more of the works that are 

realized by the expressions that are aggregated using Manifestation: work 
manifested 

ÁRelate the manifestation separately to one or more of the creators of one 
or more of the expressions that are aggregated using Manifestation: 
contributor agent to aggregate 
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https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-2fe4041d-fd6c-3f4d-bc96-aa96fe876b27
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-2fe4041d-fd6c-3f4d-bc96-aa96fe876b27
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-0e27dec8-c1fe-3cfd-af40-857b72882cc0
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Choices in Describing an 
Aggregate 

ÅDescribing a manifestation that embodies two or more 
expressions (35.26.22.03) ς Options, continued:  
ÁRelate the manifestation to aspects of the content of one or more of the 

expressions that are aggregated using any of the following elements: 

o Manifestation: accessibility content  

o Manifestation: colour content  

o Manifestation: illustrative content  

o Manifestation: sound content  

o Manifestation: supplementary content 
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https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-8bf95674-3203-3ba8-a55d-50a44343cb2d
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-26e5e1f2-b7fb-383b-954a-b2560eb6eb40
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-126a56dc-d07f-34bf-9e42-0bfa48a3e574
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-6c008de5-4b49-34ac-bf74-e5f70015e748
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-9d596c05-acc2-39b5-b52a-3274c90ab41d
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Describe the manifestation 

ÅUsing your application profile and policy statements 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 

title proper Four great tragedies 

other title information Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello, and Romeo and Juliet 

statement of responsibility relating 
to title proper 

William Shakespeare 

place of publication Mineola, New York 

name of publisher Dover Publications, Inc. 

date of publication 2005 

carrier type volume 

mode of issuance single unit 

extent of manifestation iii, 404 pages  

dimensions 21 cm 

title of series Dover thrift editions 
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Add the Aggregate 
Relationships 

ÅApproach #1 
ÁRecord the relationships to the individual expressions 

obƻ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜ ŀǎ άŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ ŀƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǘŜȄǘέ 

 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 

Expression manifested Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616. Hamlet. English. 1892 

Expression manifested Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616. Macbeth. English. 1892 

Expression manifested Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616. Othello. English. Caxton 
Publishing 

Expression manifested Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616. Romeo and Juliet. English. 
1892 
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Add the Aggregate 
Relationships 

ÅApproach #2 
ÁRecord information about the works that are aggregated using a note 

o hǊ ƻƳƛǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

ÁRecord Shakespeare as a contributor relationship 

ÁRecord the editor ς ŀǎ άŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ 

o A person who is responsible for creating an aggregating work by selecting 
and arranging expressions of other works 
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note on manifestation Contents: Hamlet; Macbeth; Othello; Romeo and Juliet 

contributor person of text 
(as an authorized access point) 

Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616 

aggregator person 
(as an authorized access point) 

Rogers, T. N. R. 

work manifested 
(as title of work) 

 
Four great tragedies 
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Add the Aggregate 
Relationships 

ÅOther possibilities include  
ÁMixing and matching the data recorded in either Approach #1  

or Approach #2  

ÁIdentifying the individual works instead of the individual expressions 

ÁIdentifying the aggregating expression rather than the aggregating work 

ÁRecording an access point for the work manifested, instead of using an 
unstructured description 

 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 



22 

Representative Expression 
Elements 

ÅA representative expression provides the values of specific 
elements used to identify a work and distinguish it from 
other works (Guidance chapter, Representative Expressions) 
ÁAny expression can be used as a representative expression 

ÅUse extended to aggregates (same Guidance chapter) 
ÁAggregating expression is not a representative expression 

o Does not contain the content of the expressions that are aggregated 

ÁInstead, representative expression elements are derived from one or more 
expressions that are aggregated 

o Intellectual difference in the model, but same result for users 
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Representative Expression 
Elements for Aggregates 

From one or more of the expressions 

Åaspect ratio of representative 
expression  

Åcontent type of representative 
expression  

Ådate of capture of representative 
expression  

Ådate of representative expression  

Åintended audience of representative 
expression  

Åkey of representative expression  

Ålanguage of representative 
expression  
 

Åmedium of performance of 
choreographic content of 
representative expression  

Åmedium of performance of musical 
content of representative expression  

Åplace of capture of representative 
expression  

Åprojection of cartographic content of 
representative expression  

Åscale of representative expression  

Åscript of representative expression 
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Representative Expression 
Elements for Aggregates 

From the manifestation 

ÅColour content of representative 
expression 

ÅSound content of representative 
expression 

 

 

Cumulation of values from the expressions 

ÅDuration of representative 
expression 

ÅExtent of representative expression 
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Taken together, these three lists contain the same representative expression 
elements as the list that applies to non-aggregates 
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Back to Shakespeare Example 

ÅCan record the following representative expression elements 
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content type of representative expression  text 

language of representative expression  English 
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Real World Example #2 

ÅClearly an aggregate 

ÁBut one where the individual poems 
do not need to be recorded 

ÁLƴŦƻΦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŀŎŜΥ  

o This edition includes all the poems that 
W. H. Auden wished to preserve, in a text 
that represents his final revisions. 

o Explanation of sources, variations, etc. 

ÅIf your library has a strong Auden 
collection, these details might be 
important, but otherwise probably 
not 
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Describe the Manifestation 

ÅUsing your application profile and policy statements 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 

title proper Collected poems 

statement of responsibility relating 
to title proper 

W.H. Auden 

statement of responsibility relating 
to title proper 

edited by Edward Mendelson 

designation of edition A limited edition 

place of publication Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 

name of publisher The Franklin Library 

date of publication 1978 

carrier type volume 

mode of issuance single unit 

extent of manifestation xxiv, 737 pages  

dimensions 25 cm 
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Add the Aggregate 
Relationships as Needed 

ÅManifestation 
Ácontributor person of text (as authorized access point for person) 

o  Auden, W. H., (Wystan Hugh), 1907-1973 

Áwork manifested (as authorized access point for work) 

o Auden, W. H., (Wystan Hugh), 1907-1973. Poems. English. 1978 

ÅWork 
Áaggregator person (as authorized access point for person) 

o Mendelson, Edward 

Ácontent type of representative expression  

o Text 

Álanguage of representative expression 

o English 
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Questions Submitted 
by EURIG Members 
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Real World Example #3  

Åtŀǳƭ !ǳǎǘŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Talking to strangers 
ÁIncludes text and essays from 1967-2017 

o Published as a book 

ÁTranslated into Danish, with the title Samtaler med fremmede 

o Published as a book 

o Published as an audiobook 

ÅQuestion: How many works? 
ÁBecause of the WE lock, there are three works: 

o Aggregating work/expression (English text) 

o Aggregating work/expression (Danish text) 

o Aggregating work/expression (Danish spoken word) 
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Real World Example #3 

ÅClearly the Danish versions are closely related 
Á¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ άǿƻǊƪ ƎǊƻǳǇέ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ 

o RDA Glossary 
work group: A group of two or more works that have a common 
appellation assigned from a vocabulary encoding scheme  

ÁAssign a common identifier to each work in the group using one of the 
following (56.72.10.84) 

o Appellation of work group 

o Authorized access point for work group 

o Identifier for work group 

ÁOne possibility (authorized access point for work group) 
[Actual elements used will depend on policy statements] 

o Auster, Paul, 1947- Samtaler med fremmede 
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Real World Example #3 

ÅClearly the Danish versions are closely related 
ÁUse language version to relate the translation to the original 

o Definition and scope:  
A work that is created by changing the language audience of a work.  

o This is a subtype of transformation by audience 

ÅDefinition and scope:  
A work that is created by changing the audience of a work. 

ÁQuestion: How to differentiate the different Danish versions at the work 
level? 

o They need different appellations, to be determined by policy 
statements 

ÅEasiest would be distinguishing by content type 

(text) vs. (spoken word) 
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Real World Example #4 

Å±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ LǾŀƴƘƻŜ 
ÁExample 4.1 ς Walter Scott: Ivanhoe. Retold by Mette Finderup 

o Danish version retold for children; Scott still considered the author 

o Includes illustrations by Lars Gabel  

o Published in print (275 pages) 

o Published as online resource 

o If the print & online are identical, then both manifestations link to the 
same aggregating work/expression 

Á/ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ όŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
recording method to use) about the various aspects of this aggregate 

o Finderup in a note? An access point? Both? 

oDŀōŜƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜΚ !ƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΚ .ƻǘƘΚ 

o Gabel as an access point? 
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Real World Example #4 

Å±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ LǾŀƴƘƻŜ 
ÁExample 4.2 ς Walter Scott: Ivanhoe. Retold by Poul Steenstrup  

o Danish version; Scott still considered the author 

o Includes illustrations by Svend Bülow 

o Published in print in 1957 and in 1971 

o If the two print versions have the same content, then both 
manifestations link to the same aggregating work/expression 

Á/ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ όŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
recording method to use) about the various aspects of this aggregate 

o Steenstrup in a note? An access point? Both? 

o.ǸƭƻǿΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜΚ !ƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΚ .ƻǘƘΚ 

o Bülow as an access point? 
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Real World Example #4 

ÅHow many works? 
ÁTwo separate aggregate manifestations, so two separate works 

ÅHow to relate them? 
Átƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǇǇŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ LǾŀƴƘƻŜ 

ÁaŀȅōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

ÅWhy is the illustrator only at the manifestation level? 
ÁThis is where the aggregation takes place 

o It is a modeling decision that should not affect what data is recorded 

o It is up to our systems to utilize our descriptions to help meet the user 
tasks: Find, Identify, Select, Obtain, Explore 
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Real World Example #4 

ÅWhy is shortcut on the expression level not possible? 
ÁThe RSC considered this and decided that the manifestation-expression 

shortcut works better for single manifestation cases (which we think are 
more frequent than aggregate manifestations which are reissued or 
published in different formats) 

o The manifestation-expression shortcut removes the need to record the 
aggregating expression in many cases 

o An expression-expression shortcut would require recording both the 
aggregating expression and the aggregate manifestation 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 
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Real World Example #4 

ÅHow should the authorized access points for these two 
works be constructed? 
ÁDetermination to be made by the community or cataloguing agency in 

policy statements and/or application profiles, using the general guidance, 
instructions, and options provided by RDA 

o Many choices  

ÅWhat you currently do is likely supported in the beta Toolkit 

ÅHow should the authorized access point for the illustrations 
be constructed? 
ÁSame answer as above ς local decisions supported by RDA 

ÁIdentifying the illustrations as a separate work is not required 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 
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RDA in Our Systems 

ÅQuestions from you:  
ÁHow do you see the concrete implementation of entity cataloguing 

allowed by LRM and RDA? 

o For most of us: a slow transition from MARC-based  
ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ōŀǎŜŘ  άǊŜŎƻǊŘǎέ 

Á5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎκŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ άƴŜȄǘ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳƛƴƎΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ [waκά3wέ w5! ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΚ 

obƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

o RIMMF4 is a good proof-of-concept 

ÁDo you have any advice on how to foster ILS developments towards entity 
cataloguing? 

o Engage with the vendors; tell them what you want 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 
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RDA in Our Systems 

ÅWith so many choices about how to describe the same 
manifestation, how can data created by different cataloguing 
agencies interoperate? 
ÁUse RDA elements as defined 

o The underlying semantics of the elements are consistent 

o Can be used to automate integration and interoperability regardless of 
which options are applied 

o Hold true for all kinds of resources: static works, diachronic works, 
aggregate works, various carrier types, etc.  

o It is not necessary to invoke the entire model in a single description 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 



40 

More Information 

ÅRDA content elements 
ÁDiscussed at October 2019 RSC meeting 

ÁLinked at http://rda -rsc.org/node/587 (New RSC documents 2019) 

ÅRDA content elements [followup] 
ÁDiscussed at January 2020 RSC meeting 

ÁLinked at http://rda -rsc.org/node/587 (New RSC documents 2019) 

ÅRepresentative expressions of an aggregating work 
ÁDiscussed at April 2020 RSC meeting 

ÁLinked at http://rda -rsc.org/node/633 (New RSC documents 2020) 
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String Encoding Schemes 
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What is a string encoding 
scheme (or SES)? 

From the RDA Glossary: 

 

 

 
 

Set of string values = textual character string(s) 

Associated set of rules = instructions 

Mapping = matching 

Value of an element = a representation of that element 
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What is a string encoding 
scheme (or SES)? 

ÅIn more traditional cataloging terms, an SES is about 
ÁHow to construct an access point 

o What information to record 

o In what order 

o With what punctuation 

ÁIƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ άǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƳǇǊƛƴǘΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

ÅThese decisions may vary by cataloging tradition or practice 
ÁAnglo-American, German, Norwegian, Spanish, etc. 
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SESs in RDA  

Å! ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘŀ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ƻƴ άǎǘǊƛƴƎ ŜƴŎƻŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜέ 
currently returns 124 results, including 
ÁEdition statement 

ÁProduction statement 

ÁPublication statement 

ÁDistribution statement 

ÁManufacture statement 

ÁSeries statement 

ÁDissertation or thesis information 

Á!ŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊΧ 

Á!ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊΧ 

Á±ŀǊƛŀƴǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊΧ 

Áand most elements associated with Nomen 
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SESs May Vary by Agency 

ÅAll of these are preferred forms in VIAF, for at least one 
cataloging agency 
ÁDr. Seuss 

ÁDr. Seuss, pseud. 

ÁDr. Seuss (1904-1991) 

Á˨ ͦͭͦͪ͟ ˿ΈΌ͘Σ ͔͍ͨͫ͒ΦΣ 1904-1991. 

ÁSeuss, Dr. 

ÁSeuss, Dr., 1904-1991 

ÁSeuss, Dr., 1904-1991 (duln. f. Theodor Seuss Geisel) 

Á˿ ΈΌ͘ 1904-1991 ͒ ͦͭͦͪ͟ 

ÁGeisel, Theodor Seuss, 1904-1991 
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Major Question 

ÅAs an international standard, what is the best way for RDA to 
accommodate this kind of community variation? 
ÁApproach #1: Hard code SESs in the instructions, adding each variant in its 

own option box 

ÁApproach #2: Move SES content out of the element pages, providing 
access through multiple links or expandable boxes instead 

ÁApproach #3: Move the SES content from the element pages to policy 
statements 

ÅEach approach requires that communities 
ÁDetermine the appropriate SES for each situation 

ÁCreate policy statements that 

o Identify the designated option (Approaches #1 & #2), or 

o Contain the actual instructions (Approach #3) 
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Approach #1 

ÅHard code the SES instructions for each variant ς mock-up 

 

         

 

 
 

STRING ENCODING SCHEME 

Record a value that includes, in this order: 

1. a value of Agent: access point for agent 

2. a value of a base access point for a work 

Apply the string punctuation pattern: 

"value 1. value 2" 

Join each of the values with a full stop followed 
by a space 

STRING ENCODING SCHEME 

Record a value that includes, in this order: 

Χ 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 



48 

Approach #2 

ÅProvide information about SESs through links ς mock-up  
CONDITION 
A work is a single work. 
A work is created by two or more agents in collaboration. 

OPTION 
String encoding scheme 
Example 

OPTION 
String encoding scheme 
Example 

OPTION 
String encoding scheme 
Example 
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Approach #3 

ÅMove SES instructions to policy statements  
(image from 63.83.87.43 ς sample content & formatting) 

 

19 May 2020 RSC Chair Report to EURIG 



50 

RSC Decision ς Approach #3 

ÅPolicy statement approach minimizes proliferation of options 
on element pages 
ÁClearly presents community SES decision to catalogers in the context of an 

element page 

ÅRe-ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ w5! ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘΩǎ 
content management system 

Å5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘΧ 
ÁIf preference is to continue practices from the original Toolkit, no new 

intellectual work needed 

o Use ISBD and Appendix E information 

ÁIf preference is linked data, SESs are irrelevant 
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Community Vocabularies in RDA 
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Prompted by Increased 
Internationalization  

ÅLegacy instructions and guidance in RDA (largely untouched 
from AACR2) have an Anglo-American focus 
ÁAbbreviations and symbols 

ÁAdditional instructions on names of persons 

ÁCapitalization 

ÁInitial articles 

ÁTerms of rank 

ÅSome content already relocated from RDA instructions to a 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ άwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ όƻǊ ά¢ƻƻƭǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
original Toolkit) 
ÁBooks of the Bible (in 2016) 

ÁTerms for medium of performance (in 2018) 
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Supporting Different Choices 

ÅDifferent cataloging communities have different preferences 
ÁNot all conform to Anglo-American practices 

ÁCommunities may wish to support interoperability with legacy data 

Å/ŀǘŀƭƻƎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

ÅRDA needs to support development, maintenance, and 
publication of local vocabularies as part of the Toolkit 
ÁIdentified in 2015 as a long-term solution to support use of local terms 

Under development ς expect further changes through 2020 
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Community Vocabularies: 
Characteristics 

ÅCompliant with RDA (and LRM) 

ÅAssociated with  
ÁProcessing of strings in SESs  

ÁCommunity-specific vocabulary encoding schemes (VES) 

o These do not necessarily conform to a full VES 
ÅConcepts may lack definitions, scope notes, IRIs, or notations 

ÅCoverage may be incomplete 

ÅUsed only by specific RDA communities 
ÁCover a limited number of languages and scripts 

ÁMaintained by experts in specific languages, scripts, and/or cultures 

o If continuing existing practices, no new intellectual work needed 

ÁDo not require translation in every Toolkit language 
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A Transition in Process 

Resources Tab 

Beta Toolkit ς Feb. 2020 

Resources Tab 

Beta Toolkit ς April 2020 
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Resources Tab: New Pop-Outs 
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Resources Tab: New Pop-Outs 
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Resources Tab: New Pop-Outs 
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Resources Tab: New Pop-Outs 
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Community Vocabularies 

ÅDraft content, migrated from existing Toolkit instructions 
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Community Vocabularies 

ÅNew pop-out for Books of the Bible 
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Community Vocabularies 
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Community Vocabularies: 
Still to be Determined 

ÅFinal terminology  
Áά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊƛŜǎέ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ 

ÅHow to identify which community uses which content 
ÁAnd present that seamlessly to catalogers using the Toolkit 

ÅHow to share content 
ÁFor example, if the British Library follows LC-PCC decisions in a particular 

area 

ÅInteroperability with policy statements, application profiles, 
and user-created documentation  

ÅLocation and display in the Toolkit 
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