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w5! ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ Řŀǘŀ

нллтΥ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ Řŀǘŀ 
communities

Committee of Principals for RDA agrees to 
develop linked data representation of RDA

2014: v1.0.0 of RDA Vocabularies on GitHub

2015: RDA Board strategy includes linked 
data communities

нллсΥ 5/aLΣ /ƻƭƛƳŀΣ aŜȄƛŎƻ
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w5C

Resource Description Framework (RDF)
Designed for machine-processing of metadata 
at global scale (Semantic Web)

24/7/365
Trillions of operations per second

Everything must be dis-ambiguated
Machines are dumb

A simple approach helps!
Require machine-readable identifiers
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RDF triple

{ƛƳǇƭŜΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜΣ άŀǘƻƳƛŎέ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ о ǇŀǊǘǎ

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ςǇǊŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ όǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅύ ςƻōƧŜŎǘ
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ςƘŀǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ςάw5C ǘǊƛǇƭŜέ

Subject and predicate must be identified by a URI or IRI*
Unambiguous machine identification (a thing)

Object may be an IRI or a literal
Literal: human-readable string

ϝ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ
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w5C ƎǊŀǇƘ

DǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ

Subject IRI Object IRI
tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ LwL

Subject IRI ά[ƛǘŜǊŀƭέ
Property IRI

{ǳōƧŜŎǘм
hōƧŜŎǘм
Ґ {ǳōƧŜŎǘн

Property1 Property2
hōƧŜŎǘн

Property3
ά[ƛǘŜǊŀƭέ
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RDA in RDF

RDA uses RDF to represent RDA Reference 
(entities, elements, and controlled 
vocabularies)
ÅProvides data for RDA Toolkit (Glossary, 

element reference, navigation)
ÅAvailable from RDA Registry for external 

applications
Åopen license: CC0 BY
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¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ

5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ŎƻǇŜ
9ƭŜƳŜƴǘ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ

wŜƭŀǘŜŘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ

Prerecording
Recording

Recording an unstructured description
Recording a structured description
Recording an identifier
Recording an IRI

RDA Reference

Instructions
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w5! ±ƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊƛŜǎ

w5! wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ
ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ όŎƭŀǎǎŜǎύΣ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ όǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎύΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊƳǎ όŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎύ

Published via GitHub and RDA Registry
open license: CC0 BY

Includes translations (12+ languages)
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ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκƎƛǘƘǳōΦŎƻƳκw5!wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅκw5!π±ƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊƛŜǎκǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ
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RDA Releases

Semantic versioning
Break.Bend.Minor(n.n.n)

Warning: unstable!

GitHub pre-releases used to test 
production infrastructure for new Toolkit
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w5! wŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ

2.7.3: Original Toolkit (April 2017)

3.1.0: real soon now (December 2018?)

Pre-releases: 3.0.1 ς3.0.11

3 !!!: Breaks semantics of 2.7.3
Re-definition of Person entity (LRM)
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